
 
 

Surgical Artificial Insemination Phase Out - Update 31 October 2025 

Greyhounds Australasia (GA) advises that the GA Board and Regulators have resolved to amend 
the GA Rules to prohibit the practice of Surgical Artificial Insemination (SAI) in greyhounds, 
effective 1 January 2026. 

This decision aligns with the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) policy, which determined a 
transition away from SAI, toward alternative techniques such as Transcervical Insemination (TCI) 
was required. Veterinary regulators have confirmed that SAI is “no longer in accordance with 
current standards of veterinary practice” and recognised that a managed transition to TCI is both 
appropriate and necessary. 

Both SAI and TCI are intra-uterine insemination procedures, delivering semen directly into the 
uterus to achieve high pregnancy rates. However, TCI avoids the risks associated with anaesthetic 
and surgery. It is less invasive and well tolerated by most breeding females without the need for 
sedation when performed by an experienced veterinarian. 

The resolution is in line with the September 2024 announcement of a transition period through to 1 
January 2026 and has allowed: 

• Veterinarians servicing the greyhound industry to continue training and building expertise in 
TCI. 

• Provide time for GA and veterinarians to collate service data and work with Veterinary 
reproductive experts to establish best practice guidelines. 

Importantly, the minimum frozen semen (FS) standards remain unchanged: 

• At least 100 million motile sperm per breeding unit (straw), consistent with international 
standards. 

• Ideally 40% or more of sperm should remain motile after thawing (70% is best practice). 

Reported pregnancy rates across canine reproduction, including greyhounds, demonstrate that 
TCI is highly effective when semen quality and timing are managed well: 

• Fresh semen: 80–90% 
• Chilled semen: 60–80% 
• Frozen semen: 50–70%  

It is well documented that greyhounds typically achieve higher conception rates; a US study 
showed an 89% whelping rate with well-timed frozen TCI and current GA data has a whelping rate 
of 80% for TCI in greyhounds. 

  



 
 

What breeders should do now 
GA strongly recommends breeders begin using TCI ahead of the rule change. Steps include: 

• Speaking with your veterinarian about their experience and training in TCI. 
• Using progesterone testing to ensure accurate timing. 
• Checking with your frozen semen storage facility and undertaking early DNA testing for new 

breeding females. 
• Contacting your local Controlling Body or GA with any questions. 

GA remains committed to supporting veterinarians, breeders and owners throughout this 
transition, ensuring welfare standards are strengthened while maintaining breeding success for the 
greyhound industry. 

 
 

 


